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his condition full of darkneſs and pc 
leis inhabitant of a miſerable diſorder 'd world, b 
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NATURE and DESIGN 
CHRISTIANIT 


H E wiſdom of mankind has for ſeveral age 
been enquiring into the nature of mat, 4nd 
the nature of the world in which he is placed, 

The wants and miſeries of human nature, and ihe 
vanity of worldly enjoy en "hg have made it diff 
for the wiſeſt men to fell, what human happin, ; 
was, or wherein it con ſifted. 

It has pleaſc <d the infinite goodneſs of God to 
fy our enquiries, by a revelation made to the world 
by his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, 

This "revelation has laid open the great ſecre ets 
providence from the creation of the world. It! 

Pla nec the preſent ſtate of things, and given man: 
the information that is neceſſary, both to give ke | 
here, and to lead him ſafe to everlaſting happine 

It is now only neceſſary that the poor wil; 
man do not exalt itſelf againft God, that we ſuffer our 
eyes to be opened by him that made them, and our 
lives to be conducted by him, 1n Whom ave live, mo, 
and have our being. 

II. As happineſs is the ſole end of all gur labour: 
ſo this revelation aims at nothing elſe, 

It gives right notions of ourſelves, of our. true 
good and real evil; it fhews us our true cond! irio n, 


1 
! 


both our greatacts and meanneſs, our happineſs and 


milery, 
Before this, man was a mere ridd le to himſelf, 
emlexity «© a reit- 


in a vain ſhadow, and dijquieting 8 15 in Alg. 
But this light has ditverſed b 1 of his 
conjectures, It has org 1ght us acq! 15 tinted with G8 


9 


and, by adding heaven 1G earth, and eternity to tine, 
has opened ſuch a 85 us view of things, as leads 
199 
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1 | 
men, even in this world, to a peace of God which pup 
ſeth all underſtanding. | 

III. This revelation acquaints vs, that we have a 
ſpirit within us, which was created after the divine 
image: that this fpirit is now in a fallen condition; that 
the body in which it is placed is the ſepulchre, where 
it is enſlaved to fleſhly thoughts, blinded with falſe 
notions of good and evil, and dead to all taſte of its 
true happineſs. LE | | 

It teaches us, that this world in which we live, is 
alſo in a diſordered irregular ſtate, and curſed for the 
ſake of man: that 1t 1s no longer the paradiſe that God 
made it, but the remains of a drowned world, full of 
marks of God's diſpleaſure, and the fin of its inhabi- 
tants. | | | 
That it is a mere wilderneſs, a ſtate of darkneſs, a 
vale of miſery : where vice and madneſs, dreams aud 
ſhadows, variouſly pleaſe and torment the ſhort miſe- 
rable lives of men. 

Devils alſo, and evil ſpirits have here their reſidence, 
promoting the works of darkneſs, and wandering up 
and down ſeeking whom they may devour. 

So that man, in his natural ſtate, is like a perſon 
ſick of variety of diſeaſes, knowing neither his diſtem- 
pers nor his cure, and incloſed in a place where he 
can hear, or fec, or feel, or taſte of nothing but what 
tends to enflame his diforders, | 


IV. But Chriſtianity puts an end to this ſtate of 


things, blots out all the ideas of worldly wiſdom, 


brings the world itſelt to aſhes, and creates all anew, 
It calls man from an animal life, and earthly ſocieties, 
to be born again of the Holy Ghoſt, and be made 
a member of the kingdom God, 

It cruſhes into nothing the concerns of this life, 
condemns it as a ſtate of vanity and durkneſs, and leads 
man to happineſs with God in the realms of light. 

It propoſes the purifying of our fouls; enlivened 
with the divine ſpirit; it ſets before us new goods 
und evils, and forms us to a glorious participation of 
the divine nature, | | 

This is the one end of Chriſtianity, It does not 
leave us to grovel on the delires of the fleſh, to eaſt 
about for worldly happineſs, and wander in 9 
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and exile from God: but the ſole deſign of it is, ts 


| Chriſtian is to behold himſelf, He is to overlook the] 


_ redeemed to a condition of everlaſting happineſs. 
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lead us from all thoughts of reſt here, to ſeparate ui fu! 
from worldly tempers, to deliver us from the folly of av 
our gram the tlavery of our own nature, the pow. ch 
er of evil ſpirits, and unite us to God, the true foun- en 


tain of real good. This is the mighty change which! an: 


Chriſtianity aims at: to reform our whole nature:, 
renew our ſouls in the im:ge of God, and make them c 


the inhabitants of heavenly and immortal bodies. fe 
V. The manner in which it changes our Whole] on 
ſtate, is equally great and wonderful. ho 
{ am the way, the truth, and the life, ſaith our bleſſed | are 
Lord, no man coneth to the father but by me. On 
As all things were created by the ſon of God, and) 
ewithout him abas not any thing made that was made, ſo d. lit 
all things redeemed and reftored by the ſame divine ure 
perſon, 5 | 
As nothing could come into being without him, ſo to 
nothing can enter into a ſtate of happineſs but by bim. ##: 
The digmty of this redemption at once contound; 
the pride, and relieves the miſery of man. How al- bu 
len muſt he be from God, that ſhould need ſo greata | . 
mediator! And, on the other hand, how full of com- 
fort is the thought that ſo high a method, ſo ſtupen- 
dous a means, ſhould be taken to reſtore him to 21 
ſtate of peace and favour with God. = 
VI. This is the true point of view, in which every] 
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poor projects of this lite, and conſider himſelf as 24 
creature, through his natural £orruption, fallen into 24 
ſtate of endleſs miſery; but by the merey of God, | 


All the precepts and doctrines of the Goſpel are 7 
founded on theſe two great truths, the deplorable cor- | 
ruption of human nature, and its new birth in Chriſt |: 
Jeſus. . | 1 4 

The one includes all the miſery, the other all the; 
happineſs of man, | 1 


It is on theſe, that the whole frame of Chriſtianity 1 of 
is built; forbidding only ſuch things as faſten us R 
to the diſorders of fin, and commanding only thoſe du- | jon 


ties which leads us into the liberty of the ſons of God. 
So that if we think and act as Chriſtians, we at Þ © 
| ſuitably 
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| ſent ſtate of things, are all inviſible: 


(v ) 

ſuitably to theſe terms of our condition, fearing and 
avoiding all the motions of our corrupted nature, 
cheriſhing the ſecret inſpiration of the Holy Spirit, op- 
ening our minds for the reception of the divine light, 
and preſſing after all the pertections of our new btrth., 

All Chriſtians are continualiy to behave themſelves 
conforinable to this doui'le capacity, We are to 
fear, and watch, and pray, like men that arc always 
on the brink of eternai death; and te believe, and 
hope, and labour, aud aſpire, like Chriſtians that 
are called to fight tae good tight of faith, and lay hold 
on eternal lite. 

VII. This knowledge of oniielves makes human 
life a ſtate of infinite importance, placed upon ſo 
dreadful a point betwixt two ſuch eternities. | 

Well might our Saviour ſay to one that begged firſt 
to go and bury his father, follow me, let the dead bury 
their dead, | 

For what is all the buſtle and hurry of the world 
but a dead ſhow, and its greateſt actors but dead men 
when compared with that real lile to which the fol- 
lowers of Chritt are redeemed. 

Had we been made for this world, worldly wiſdom 
had been our. higheſt wiſdom ; but fecing we are re- 
deemed to an entirely contriry ſtate, worldly wiſdom 
is now our greateſt tooliſinels. IT 

It is now our only wiſdom, to underſtand our new 
ſtate, and conduct ourlelves by the principles of our 
redemption. 

VIII. The nature of our Chriſtian calling is of 
that concern, as to deſerve all our thoughts; and is 
indeed only to be perceived by great ſeriouſneſs and 
attention of mind. | 

The Chriſtian ſtate is an inviſible life in the Spirit 
of God, ſupported not by ſenlible goods, but by the 
ſpiritual graces of faith and hope: ſo that man, buſied 


in earthly cares and enjoyments, perceives nothing 


of this great and heavenly calling, | 
The changes which Chriſtianity make in the pre- 
its goods and 
evils which are the only true ſtandards of our actions, 

are not ſubject to the knowledge of our ſenſes. 
| A 3 In 
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In God ave live, and move, and hawe our being; but 
how unſeen, how untelt is all this! 1 
Chriſt is the Lamb ſlain from the foundation of the ; 
evorld, the true light that lightcth every man that cometh ®k 
into the world, He is the Alpha and Omega, the be. L 
ginning and the end of all things. The whole crea. ! J. 
tion ſubſiſts in him and by him. No perſon is in any n 


| favour with God, but by this great mediator, But Þ® EF 
| how inviſible, how unknown to all our ſenſes is this!. 
| Tate of things! = 


_ Chriſtians are temples of the Holy Ghoſt, conſe. | * 

crated to God, members of Chriſt's myſtical body, Þ | 

| of his fleſh and his bones, receiving lite, ſpirit, aud Þ® 4 
motion from him their head. 1 

But our ſenſes ſee no farther than our parents and 

Kindred according to the fleſh, and fix our hearts to 

| earthly triendſhips and relations. Well then may this 
life be deemed a ſtate of darkneſs, fince it thus clouds 

and covers all the true appearance of things, and 

keeps our minds inſenſible and unaffected with matters 


— 2 


- 


of ſuch infinite moment. 

IX. Would we therefore know our true condition, 
1 we mult ſearch after a /ife that is hid with Chriſt in Þ 
God, We muſt conſider ourſelves as parts of Chriſt's Þ 


— —. 


myſtical body, and as members of the kingdom ot 

heaven, In vain do we conſider the beauty and 

ſtrength of our bodies, our altance with men, and 

the diſtinctions of this world: for theſe things no more 

conſtitute the ſtate of human lite, than rich coi or 

beautiful monuments, conſtitute the ſtate of the dead, 

We juſtly pity the laſt poor effects of human greatneſs, | 

when we ſee a breathleſs carcaſe lying in ſtate, It 

=. appears ſo far from any real honour, that it rather 

| looks like ridiculing the miſery of our nature. But 

were religion to form our judgements, the lite of 4 

proud, voluptuous, ſenſual man, tha ſhining in all, 

the ſplendor of the world, would give us no higher 

an idea of human dignity, than a poor corpſe laid in 
ſtate. | 
For a ſinner, when glorying in the luſt of the ſleſh, 

the luſt of the eye, and the pride of lite, is a more 
ſhocking light of miſery ridiculd, than any pageant- 

ry that can expoſe the dead. 
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X. We have an Apoſtle's authotity to ſay, that he 


ho Iiveth in pleaſure is dead while he liveth, 

This ſhews us that when we enquire what our life 
is, we muſt think of ſomething higher than the vi- 
gour of our blood, the gaiety of our r ſpirits, or the en- 
joyments of ſenſual pleaſures; ſince theſe, tho' the 
allow'd ſigns of living men, are often undeniablo 
proofs of dead Chriſtiaas. 

When therefore we would truly know what our 
üfe or happineſs is, we muſt look at nothing that 18 
ſenſible or temporal. We may as well dig in the earth 
for wiſdom, as look at fleſh and blood to fee what we 
are, or at worldly enjoyments to find what we want, 
or at temporal evils, to ſee what we have to tear, 

Our blefled Saviour put an abſolute end to all enqui- 
ries of this kind, when he ſaid, Be not afra'd of them that 
kl the body, und after that ove no more that they can do. 

Here our bodies, and all bodily enjoyments, are at 
one dath ſtruck out of the account of happineſs, and 
the preſent ſtate of things made fo very low and inſigni- 
ticant, that he who only can deprive us of them, 
has not power enough to deſerve our tear.. 

We mutt therefore, it we would conceive our true 
ſtate, our real good and evil, look farther than theſe. 


dim eyes of fleſh can c. irry our views, We muſi, with 


the eyes of faith, penetrate into the inviſible world, 
the world of ſpirits, and conſider our order and RT Ys 


ion among them; a world, which as St Fob ſpeaks, 


hath no need of the ſun, ne. her of the moon, to /bine in it; 
for the glory of God doth liy ten it, aud the Lamb, is the 
light thereof, For it is there, among eternal beings, that 
we mutt take eternal fellowſhip, or fall into a king- 
dom of darkneſs and everlaſting miſery. 

XI. Chriſtianity is fo noble im its ends, ſo extenſive 
in its views, that it has no lets ſubjects than theſe to 
entertain our thoughts. 

It buries our bodies, burns the preſent world, tri- 
umphs over death by a general re urrection, and opens 
all into an eternal ſtate. 

It never conſiders us in any other reſpect than as 
fallen fpirits; it diſregards worlely diſtinctions, and 
propoſes nothing to our fears but eternal miſery, no- 


hing to our hopes but endes : „ nents With 121 
his 
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This is the great, the important condition, in which 


Chriſtianity has placed us, above our bodies, above the 


world, above death, to be preſent at the diſſolution of 
all things, to ſee the earth in flames, and the heaven 
wrapt up like a ſcroll, to ſtand at the general reſur- 
rection, to appear at the univerſal judgement, and to 
live for ever, when all that our eyes hath ſeen is paſ- 
ſed away and gone. 


XII. Take therefore upon thee a temper ſuitable to 
this greatneſs of thy condition. Remember that thou 
art an eternal ſpirit, that thou art but for a few 


months or years in a ſtate of fleſh and blood, or“. 0 
try, whether thou ſhalt be ever happy with God, or 


for ever miſerable with the devil. 


Thou wilt hear of other concerns, and other great- 


neſs in the world. Thou wilt fee every order of men, 


every family, every perſon, purſuing ſome faacied 
happineſs, as if the world had not only happineſs, but 
a particular kind of happineſs for all its inhabitants, 

But when thou ſeeſt this, fancy thou faweſt all the 
world afleep; the prince no longer à prince; the 
beggar no longer begging, but every man eeping out 
of his proper ſtate; ſome happy, others tormente.|, 
and all changing their condition, as faſt as one tovli!! 
dream ſucceeds another, . 

When thou haſt ſeen this, if thou wilt, thou mayſt 
go to ſleep too, thou mayſt lie down and dream. And 
this is all: for be as happy as the world can make thee 
all is but ſleeping and dreaming: and what is fil! 
worſe, it is like ſleeping in a ſhip, when thou ſpouldſt 
be pumping for life; or dreaming thou art a prince, 
when thou ſhouldſt be redeeming thyſelf from {lavery. 

XIII. This is no imaginary flight of a melancholy 
fancy, but the real nature of things. 

For, if thou art that immortal nature, that fallen 
ſpirit, which religion teaches us; if thou art to meet 
death, reſurrection, and judgement, as the forerun- 
ners of an eternal ſtate; what are the little Faſhes of 
pleaſure, the changing appearance of worldly hap- 
pineſs, but ſe many ſorts of dreams? 

How canſt thou talk of the advantages of fortune, 
the pleaſures of food or apparel, without being in a 
dream? 
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Is the Sg aſlee p, when he fincies he is biylding 
hi mſelt fine houtes ? Is the priſoner in a dream, when 
he jmagines himſelf in open fields and fine ges ones? 
And canſt thou think thy immortal ſpirit is awake, 
while it is delighting iclelt in the ſhadows and bub- 
bles of worldly chappin ela” 

For, if it be true that man 1s upon his trial; if the 
trial is for eternity; if life is but a vapour; what 1s 
there that deſerves a ſerious thought, but how to ger 
well out of the world, and make it a right paſſive to 
our eternal ſtate? 

XIV. It is the manner of ſome countric:, in the 
E burial of their dead, to put a ſtaff, and ſhoes, and 
money in the ſepulchre along with the corps. 

= We fee the folly and ignorance of ſuch a poor 
eontrivance to aſſiſt che dead: but it we did but un- 
1 kann what is lite, we ſhould tee as much tolly in 
the poor contrivance to affiſt the living. 

For how many things do Los ople labour afte er, break 
their reſt and peace to get 
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35 Which yet when garten; 
are of juſt as much rea! aſe to then, as a ſtaff and 
1 q ſhoes to a corps under ground They are always ad- 

eng ſomething to their life, which is only like adding 


$ he! lp thee to be happy, as golden ſtaffs, or painted ſhoes, 
” I} 5 8 a dead man to Walk. 

3 XV. If thou remembereſt, chat the whole race of 
q” NN: akin are a race of tallen ſpir its, that patieth through 
Pais world as an arrow pafleth through the alr; thou 
8 111 ſoon verceive, 


— eat) 


. * 


that there 18 no wildom or happi— 
s but in getting aw ay to the beſt advantage 
5 1 thou rememderett, that this life is but a vapour; 
Nhat thou art in tlie body „only to be holy, humble 
= $1 heavenly-miuded; that thou ftandetl upon the 
| 4 ink of death, refurr ection and judgement; and that 
4 eie great things will ſuddenly come upon thee like 
0 ef in the night, thou wilt ſce a vanity in the things 
this world, greater than any Words, can expreſs. 
= Do but ee know thyſelf as religion hath 
nade thee known; do but fee thyſelf in the tight 
F :ch Chritt hath brought into the wor, and then 


tou 


. auother pair of ſhoes to a body in the grave. a 

I. * 
Thou mayſt hire more fervants, new paint thy 
ooms, and put on richer mp parcel; and thete will 
*T. 


| 


| 


640) 
thou wilt ſee that nothing concerns thee, . Whit 
concerns an everlaſting ſpirit that is going tn G44 


and that there are no en; Joyments here that are 01:1; 


a thought, but ſuch as may adorn thee with that | = 
neſs without which no man ſhall tee the Lord. l 

XVI. This is the end of C hriſtianity. It is not 4 $i 
{ſchool for the teaching of moral virtue. It is dec Us 
and more divine in its deſigns: - It implies an en ire wh 


change of heart, a full dedication ot ourſelves, »;- MW 
ſouls and bodies unto God. | "A 

Our bleſſed Saviour came into the world, 
make any compoſition with it, but to put an en. 
the deſigns of fleſh and blood: and to thew us, 
muſt either renounce the world to become ſons vi M © 
God, or by enjoying it take our portion among dam. f n. 
ned ſpirits; | 

Chriſtianity is a ſtate of things that wholly rezaids WM ,.. 
eternity: it knows of no other goods anc evil (t 
ſuch as relate to another life. . 

It is a kingdom of heaven that has no other tegen. 
in this world, than as it takes its members out of it; Þ 
and when the number of the elect is complete „ th 3 
world will be confumed with fire, as having no 01 
reaſon for its exiſtence, than the furniſhing membe1s 
tor that bleſſed ſociety, which is to laſt for ever. 

{ cannot here omit obſerving the tolly of human f 
wiſdom, which, full of imaginary - projec Gb, pleaſes it. %, 
ſelf with its laſting eſtabliſhments in a wo. 1d bo med 
to deſtruction, and which is to laſt no longer tha. 
a ſufficient number is redeemed out of it. 

Did we ſee a number of animals haſtening toe. 
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up their aparments, and contending tor the bei! b | 7 jun 
in a building that was to be beat down as ſoon as 1's : life 
old inhabitants had got ſafe out, we ſhould Fer and 
contention full as wiſe as the wiſdom of worldly a Wo 1 
bition. mir 
XVII. Tkat Chriſtianity requires a change Of, na: nan 
ture, is plain from the whole reavur of the Ws) tua! 
The Saviour of the world faith, that except & net * WW we 
born again, of wvater and of the ſpirit, he cannot enter 119 Wo thin 
the kingdom of God. We are told, that 20 as many - W 5 
ceived him, to them he gave poaber to 1 the . af „2 V 
evbich 49.5 born not of blood, nor of the will ] bor 
nor of the will of wan, but of God, 1 
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Theſe words plainly teach us, that Chriſtianity im- 
plies an entire change of nature; that as our birth was 
to us the beginning of a new lie, and brought us into 
a ſociety of earthly enjoy ments, fo © briſtianity is ano- 
ther birth, tha t bringeth US into a condition alto. zether 
as hew, as When we firſt ſaw the light. 

We begin again to be, we enter upon freſn terms 
of lite, have new tempers, new hopes, and fears, and 
an entire change of every thing than can be called 
good or evil. 
[his new birth is the very eſſence and ſoul of 
Chriſtianity; it is the ſeal of the promiſes, the mark 

on - ſonſhip, t the earneſt of our inheritance: and 
the ns proof of our acceptance with God. 

XVIII. It we would know, what a change our 


o 


rv lite in Chriſt implies, let us cenfider what it is to 
be born of God. 


ſhaſbever is born of God, ſaith the Apoſtle, doth not 
commit fin. Fer his feed remaineth in hime; « 4 & ' CANNON! 
1% He aule he 1s. born o God. {© this the children Oo God 
manifeſt, and the hildren of the devil, And 
both that avhoſnemer i, born of G. 4 ie 2th not, but ha 
that is begotten of God keepeth hi el, and the wicked one 
tcheth him not, 1 John iii. 0. v. 18. 
ſhe e lame Apoſile tells us, ov} ofverver is barn of God, 
on,, the «varia, He: overcometh all worldly de. 


1 and worldly fears. He is cruciſied unto the world, 


and the world 3 IRE unto him. He 1s dead to the 


of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the pride of 
And he i not them that can kill the body, 
and afrer that have not hing more that they can do. 
Ve mult therefore ex amine to the {tate of our 
minds, and fee whether we are thus changed 1n our 


natures, thus born again: whether we are ſo ſpiri- 


tual as to have overcome the world; fo holy, as that 


we © -annot commit in; fbnce it is the undeniable docs 
t ſcripture, tl at the new birth is as neceſſary 
fals ae as the beheving in jelus Chriſt, 

: * [X. We have {cen two marks of thoſe that are 
born of God. A rhird is given us by Cbriſt himſelf. 
Love your enem: 655 ble $ them that e a; Y ond ** 


then that hate you, and pray for them which dejpitefully 
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uſe you and perſecute you ; that ye ey be the child: 


van, Father ev ich 1 13 in heanen, ha 
Well may a Chriſtian be ſaid to be a et Ce We 
ſince without fuch a diſpotion as this, we canno! G 
Chriſtians, or children ot our father, which is in her 1 
ven. It is not enough therefore to love our friend. thi 
benefactors and relations; but it we are born of Go. by 
ve love like God: we have an univerſal love, a ten. wh 


derneſs tor ajl mankind, 1mitating that love which 
* bald that a! men Should be ſaved, 

God is lors and as be 200 develleth in he Ne 
41 Gee, ſo he that.dwelleth not in love dwelleth 
in God, | 

It is imp! oſſible to be a true Chriſtian, and an ene 
my at the ſame time. 7 

Mankind hath no enemy but the devil, and thoſe 
of the ſame ipirit, 

XX. There is perhaps no duty more contrary tr 
fleſh and blood than this; but it is ealy (fo thoſe 11 
are born of God, | 

For, take but away earthly goods ant evils, 
you take away all hatred and malice ; tor they arc the 
only cauſes of thoſe baſe tempers. 

Let us here awhile contemplate the beichen and 
depth of Chriſtian holincls, aps that god-like iviint 
which it implies; and this alone might convince us, 


that to be Qhritiens, we mult be "A again: we * 
muſt {0 change or very Natures, as to have no de- 35 
fire in our ſouls, but that of being like God. 855 

And till we rejoice and delight only in God, wz 5 
cannot have this love to our fellow: creatures. 1 

We may therefore learn from this, as well as fro 10 
what was obſerved before, that Chriſtianity does nor 18 
conſiſt in doing no harm, nor in doing good, (as 1t 3 4 
called) nor yet in any particular moral virtues, as ih 
ſome idly ſuppoſe; but in an entire change of ou: 7 
hearts, of all our natural tempers, and a life Who! y Io 
devoted to God. 8 . 

XXI. The ſame doctrine is farther PL by our oh 
bleſſed Saviour, when ſpeaking of little children, he = 
faith, /efer them to come unto me, for of ſuch is the king Fr 


my God, Luke xvili. 10. 1 


nr: .. 
* 
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If we are not reſolved to deceive ourſelves, if we 


have not eyes that ſee not, and ears that hear no? 


we muſt perceive that theſe words imply ſome migh. 
ty change in our nature. 


? 


Now the peculiar condition of infants is ſuch, that 
they have every thing to learn; they are to be taught 
by others, what they are to hope and fear, and 
wherein their proper happineſs confiſts. | 

And in this ſenſe firſt, we are to become as little 
children: to be as tho' we had every thing to learn, 
and ſuffer- ourſelves to be taught, what we are to: 
chuſe, and what we are to avoid; to pretend to po 
wiſdom of our own, but be ready to be taught of God, 
the only way of purſuing that only happineſs, which 
God in Chriſt propoſes to us; and to accept it with 


ſuch ſimplicity of mind as little children who have 


nothing of their own to oppoſe it, | 
XXII. But how is this infant temper thus eſſen- 
tial to Chriſtianity? Does the kingdom of God con- 
fiſt only of choſe that have it? "This then is another 
undeniable proot that Chriſtianity implies a neo crea - 


ture, ſuch as having renounced the prejudices of 


life, the yaaxims: of human wiſdom, gives itſelt with 
a child like ſubmiſſion and ſimplicity, to be entirely 
govern'd by the doctrines and ſpirit of Chriſt, Craft 
and policy, ſelfiſn cunning, proud abilities and vain 
endowments, have no admittance in this holy ſtate of 
ſociety with Chriſt in God: The wiſdom of this 
world, the intrigues of life, the deſigns of greatneſs 


and ambitien, lead to another kingdom. He that fol- 


lows Chriſt muſt be emptied of this vain furniture, 
and put on the meek ornament of infant and unde- 
ſigning ſimplicity. 4 


— 


Where is the wiſe? where is the ſcribe? where is the 


diſputer of this avorld ? Hath not God made fooliſh the 


wwiſdom of this-wworld ? 


If we will partake of the wiſdom of God, we muſt” 
judge of this world, and its moſt boaſted gifts, as the 


wiſdom of God judgeth of them; we muſt deem 


them fooliſhneſs, and with undivided hearts, labour 


after one wiſdom, one happineſs, in being entirely 
devoted to God. | 


XXIII. From all theſe conſiderations it appears, 


. rr rr 
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that Chriſtianity, implies a nero creature, and a life en- 
tirely devoted to God. 

Now kif this be rinnt, it may ſerve to inſtruct 
two ſorts of pcople: 

., Firſt, thoſe who are, content with an outward re- 
hgion: thoſe whoſe, Chriſtianity lies only in an out- 
ward decency ard regularity of life. 

1 don't mean thofe that are infincere or hypoeriti. 

cal: but all thoſe who are content with outward re- 
gion; all who are content with any thing ſhort of 
that 3 inward holineſs, the newneſs of heart and ſpirit, 
which the goſpel Geſcribes. 

They ſhould conſider that charity, chaſtity, ſobri- 
ety and juſtice, may be practiſed without Cheiltanity 1 
A Jew, a Heathen, may be (what you call) charitable 
and temperate: but to make theſe parts of Chriſtianity, 
they muſt proceed from a heart truly turned to God, 
that is full of infant ſimplicity, that is cruciſied with 
Chriſt, that is born again of the ſpirit, that has over- 
come the world. Temperance or juſtice without this 
turn of heart, may be the temperance of a Jew or a 
Heathen: but it is not Chriſtian temperance or juſ- 
tice, till it proceeds from a Chriſtian ſpirit. Could 
we do and fuſter all that Chriſt himſelf did and ſut- 
fered, yet it it was not all done in the ſame temper, 
in the ſpirit of Chrift, it would profit us nothing. 

XXIV. A Chriftan is ſober, - charitable and juſt, 
upon the ſame. principles, and with the lame ſpirit 


that he receives the holy communion, as acts of obe- 


dience to God, and ſo many inſtances of a heart truly 


devoted to God. 


A Chriſtian is ſober, not only ſo far as ſ uits with a 
regular life, but ſo as becomes one who is born of 
the Holy Spirit, that is one with Chriſt, who dwelleth 
in God and God in him. 

He is charitable, not only o far as ſuits with his 
natural temper, and with a good eſteem among men; 
but in ſuch a meaſure as is ſuitable to the doctrine 
and ſpirit of the goſpel. ; 

For indeed, neither charity, nor temperance, nor 
juſtice, nor any other virtues (as they are called) arc 
3 of Chriſtian holineſs, till they ſpring from ho- 

ineſs fe heart, from the mind that was in Chriſt. "© 
| 11s 
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This is what cannot be too much conftdered by thoſe” 
whoſe religion his made no change in their hearts; 
who tancy themſelves Chriſtians, only becauſe of the 

regularity of their lives, altho' they have never ex- 
perienced a renewal in the ſpirit of their minds, at- 
ter the image of him that created them; who pray 
without devotion, give alms without charity, and 
are Chriſtians wit thout the ſpirit of Chrifl janity, 

XXVI. Secondly, this doctrine may ſerve to in- 
ſtruct thoſe who are convinced, they have been hither- 
to ſtrangers to religion. 

Some people, who are ahamed of their paſt lives 
and begin to look toward religion, think they have 
lone enough, when they have ret formed the outward 
courſe of their lives, when they have left off their 
roſs vices and tollies, or are grown careful by tome 
particular duties of virtue. ; 

Thus, a man who has been a drunkard many years, 
thinks he has made a ſuthcient change by | becoming 
temperate: another imagines he is in a very good 
End {ate ſtate, becauſe he does not neglect the public 
Wort inp, as he uſed to do: a lady tancies ſhe lives 
enough to God, becauſe ſe Ah is left off plavs, and 
lives more at home than forme * . 

But ſuch people ſhould cont fider, Nat: er . 
docs not conſiſt in the few neſs of our vices; no nor in 
an) one p artic Alar virtue, nor yet in the outward a- 
mendment of our lives: but in ſuch a the rough Change 
* heart, as makes the lows. o6& God the pri, ng, and 

meaſure, and rule, of all our tempers and a tions, 
XXVII. It is a miſerable error, to think we are 
Ohriſtians becauſe: we are leſs vain vr covetous, more 
ober or decent in our behaviour than we uted to 
Pe. Yet this is the caſe with many, who think 
hey are well, becauſe they are not fo bad os they 
ere; becauls they wwe reformed from outward wick- 
klaeſs; not conſidering how thorough a change, > bi 
ntire a reformation of heart as well as | fe, Chriſti- 
«| nity impli e$, 

But let ſuch people remember, that they who mus 
meaſure themſelves by themſel ves are not wie. Let them 

rant. that th ey are not dt eder of Ch rilt, "Ul 
Y have, like him, oftcred their whole foul ard body as a 
rea aua le 
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rtaſauable, livin y > ſaorifice to God; that they are fo) 


members of | Chriſt's myſtical body, Pull hey 
united unto him by a nen ſpirit; that they have 14 
entered into the kingdom o God, till they have ». 
tered into an infart/implicity of beart, till they are © 
born of God as not to commit in; fo full of an heaven 
ſpirit as to have overcome the moordd,. A | 
Let them remember, He that ie in Chrift is a now of Y. 
tare, and that nothing ſhort of this will avail be ,-; 
God; nothing leſs than the entire renewal} of the 
in righteouſneſs and all true holineſs“ Let them ©. 
member that there is no religion that will ftand ve :- 
any ſtead, but that which is the converſion of 
beart to God; when. albour tempers are hol, 
vesly, divine, ſpringing from a ſoul that is bor» og in 
of the ſpirit, that is oll of divine love, and cn 
with one full bent to perfection and happiness 
enjoyment of God. | e 
XXVIII. Therefore let us look carefully to 
ſaves, and conhder what manner of ſpirit we are of 
Let us not think our condition ſafe, becauſe we ire 
of this or that church or perſuaſion, or becauſc 


ane ſtrict obſervers. of the outward offices of reli cy 


For we cannot but fee, theſe are marks that bel 
to more than belong to Chriſt, All are not his, 
phropheſy, or even caſt out dgvils, and work miracles i (4 
name, Much leſs thoſe who with corrupt mind- in 
worldly hearts, are only baprizgd in his name. 

If religion has raiſed us into a new world ; if 3% hn: 
filed us with acm cds of life; if it has taken poilel- 
ſion of our hearts, altered the whole turn of or 
minds, and changed the whole fiream of our fle 
tions; if it has given us new joys and griefs, ne hiobes 
«nd fears; if all things in us are become new; if te (1 
e God is ſhed abroad in our hearts, by the Holy Gh ©. 
wato #5, and this hit bearerh wwitne/s 401th. our . that 
ave are the children of Gd: then we are Chriſtians, 
ig, name only, but in, truth: then we do believe © 


the Holy Jeſus, and we ſhall rejoice in the day of Cr 


that awe bave not run in uli neither laboured it 14:5. 
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